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But Anaxngoras, on the other hand, had in his principle of
Intelligence a tool of universal application, and one too of an
infinite flexibility, subtlety,, and range of movement; and in
his infinite variety of substances, existing not in crude un-
manageable masses but in freely moving atoms, a material that
could be moulded with ease into every possible shape, size, and
combination; and so, like a painter with a greater variety of
pigments, or a musician with a greater number of more finely
modulated strings, he was the better able to reconstruct in
thought from their elements, the vast multiplicity of the world
which it was his function as a philosopher to explain.

That the appearance of Anaxagoras marked a new era in
Philosophy no one will deny, but as the great world was not to
be cramped within the limits of even this enlarged formula,
further advance was inevitable. To him accordingly succeeded
no less a personality than Socrates himself, who, pondering
deeply the works of Anaxagoras, objected to the small place
that was assigned in them to a free creative Intelligence as
Supreme Power, compared with the great use made of Intelli-
gence as a principle of Motion, i.e., a mere arranging and
disposing Power; and complained that it was only when the
principle of mechanism or arrangement had failed to account
for the phenomena, that recourse was had to creative design
at all. Accordingly he was himself forced to take the next
step, and to attribute the World to a Supreme Power that
was not a mere arranging and disposing principle like that of
Anaxagoras, but a free creative and constructive Intelligence.

Now this step, apparently so simple and natural, was
attended with great and important results, deflecting the little
barque of Philosophy for the time being from its steady onward
course, and almost running it prematurely into that Religious
bank towards which of itself it was slowly but surely tending.
For when once the Supreme Power is conceived of, not as a
mere Arranging Intelligence, but as a Creative and Designing
one, it can create the qualities and properties of Matter as it